T DTIOTIS PRASON T CNOQURTLR RaTORT

A. TYPE OF ACTION:

(1) Combut, if casualties or damage
is inflisted,
(2) M

Pievietosiraniaesiicsisceriyind
(3)  HocotErOh KX EOOLrTE
C., UNIT: 77¢h Fighter Squadrom, 20th Fighter Group.
D. TDE ATTACK MW'DE: 1210,
E. CEOCRAFHICIL IOCATION OF ATTVCK: Vieindty of Osnabruck.
F. WEATHER: glesr = 10/10 elouds at 6,000 = 3/10 elouds at 26,000,
G. TYPE OF ENENY ATRCR.FT3 DO=217,
He BNRIY C/SU LTTES (Pilot's clain):  Onme (1) D0O=217 Damaged.

I, ACCOUNT OF COMBAT (In marrative form,
stressing ours and cnemy!s taetics.)

I wes leading ny wingman home due to difficulties he encountered in
_ his eireraft at high atlitude, From 22,000 feet we sighted E/A off
starboard at about 15,000 feet. The B/A was quite some distance awsy

i

which ruingd any element of surprise I might have hed, With 2 Radii lead
and range about 150 yards I opemed fire, About one sccond later the E/A
half rolled and attempted to dive away. I followed firing several bursts
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combet flaps to keep from over running, A dark object about
to
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I Claims Onme (1) DO=217 Damaged,

« Flying Plane - IC=-P Serial No. 4267819,
Ammunition Expended: 480 rounds 50 caliber
26 rounds 20mm Cannon,
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CONFIDENTIAL

ENCOUNTER REPORT
LT, MERLE J. GILBLRTSOW

A, Combat

B. 90 Jajuery 1v44

C. 477th figrter Squadaron, 20th Fignter Group

D, 1210

E, Vieiaity of Osnabruck

F. Clear - 10/10 elouds at 6,000 - 3/10 clouds at

26,0004
G. Do 217
H. one (1) Do 217 DalisaGEU

I was lesding my wingzmaun home due to dirficul ties
he encountered in flying his aircraft ot high altitude, From :
25,000 reet we sipghted E/a oftf to starboard at about 15,000 feet.
The E/4 was quitc some distance awsy which ruined any element of

~  surprise I might have had. With 2 Rkedii lead end range ebout 150

- yards I opencd fire. about one second later the E/A half rolled
and attempted to dive away., I followed firiug several bursts and
had to use combat flaps te keep Irom over running. & derk object
about the sizu of an ordinary wing flap ceamed to come orf the
right wing of the L/a near the wing root. WMy gpecd had increased .
by now to thc point whore I was forced to pull out, Coming out of
the dive I agein turncd after sam E/a who was heading towards
Germeny. The b/A inmediately dove into the overcast.

I Glcim: One (1) Do 217 DAI&CED.

J. oor No of afc: 42-67819
Ao Markings: IOwP: .. @ .
anmunition Expended: 480 rounds 50 caliber
26 rounds 20mm Cannon.

/s/ Mirle J, Gilbertson
MEELE J. GILBERTSON,
1st Lt., alr Corps,

ey /s/ Joseph R, Genost
) JOSLPH R. GENLST,
1st Lt., «ir Corps,
Intelligence Ofticer.

A TRUE COPY:

Geastld ¥ Catelly i
GER-LD F. COSTHLLO, #ug .
Captain, air vorps,

AS5t a=2, 67 Fu,
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CONFIDENTIAL

ENCUUNIUK REPORT
CAFTe RICHARD P. GaTTERDAM

#e Combut

Be 30 Jupuary 1944

C. 79th Fighter Squadron

D, 1200

Z. DBrunswick, Germany

Fo Visibility good

G. MNe 210s :

H. 1 ho¢ 210 DESTROYED - shared with Lt, J.7. Mortine
I. e

Leading red flight, huving lost my second element,
Sew a flight of 4 o 210s. Sturting to press attuck on bombers
they split and I follewed right 2 down, started chase at 206,000
feet down tvo 20,000 feet started firing at 400 vurds cbserving
strikes and picces falling from just cutside of left engine,
Closed to about 25 rcct und silenced read barbettes, Strikes _
cbserved all over cuckplt and left cngine smoking. Belisve pilot
wes killed, as first port of attack he wus taking evasivo action,
but after &« fow bursis the rear gumncr stepped firing amd plane
went into steeper dives I over ran, so my wingman took over, and
I noticed strikes from his gun before he pulled up,

Claim: 1 Me 210 DESTROYED - shered with Lt J.T. Martin

Js OSer No uf nfc: 42-87491
: a/c Morkings: MG-G
ampunition Expended; 400 rds 50 cal
74 rds 20 mm,

/8{ Richard P, Gutterdam
RICHARD P. GATTERD.M,
Capte, air Courps,
20th ¥sr CGroup.

/8/ Edward J. Steiner
EDv..HD J. STEINER,
1st Lt., uir Corps,
Intelligence Officer,

A TRUE COPY:

c:éc-n&& N Conyelly
GERALD ¥. COSTELLO,
Captain, iir Corps,
»8st 41*-'-‘3, 67 Fw.
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ENCCUNTER REPORT

Robert J, Msyer, lst Lt., Alr Corps.

Ae
D.
a.

I.

b{sgcmnt; B, 12/31/433; ©. 79th ¥, Bq, 20th ¥, Op,
1210; E, Bordesux; F, Visibility good;
Me 109 ¥ or G} H, None,

Followed by my wing man, I was in e lson elimbing
circle to the left with a Me 109 180° aeross the cirecle
from me, I hed previously dropped my belly tanks,
out directly scrose the cirele putting my nose on him,
He dove in snd down and pulled up level-with me
t‘ollwini astern, He then did e violent skid to the
right and pushed over into a steep dive, I followed
end finding I couldn't close - fired two short bursts
B6.000 Tak iy putkiner e ilie & Shard rishs olish

y ng up as elimb,
Fy.'ing man folflma me at about 200 yards the whole
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“CONFIDENTIAL"

ENCOUNTER REPORT
CA¥T, R. P. CATTERDAM

8., Combat
b, 30 January 19L4
¢, ®0th Fighter Squedron
d. 1200
e, Brunswick, Germany
f. Visibility good
g. Me 210s
e .1 ¥e 210 Destroyed shared with Lt, J.T. Mertin
1.

leeding red flipght, having lost me second element, sew &
flight of 4 Me 2108, Starting to press atteck on bombers they
srlit and T followed risht 2 down, started ohase at 26,000 feet
down to 20,000 feet started firing at LOO yerds observfng strikes
and pieces falling from juet outside of left enpgine, Closed to
about 25 feet and silenced rear barbettes, Strikes observed sll
over cockpit and left engine smoking., Belleve pilot wes k'lled,
as Tirst pert of etteck he was teking evasive mction, but after
a few bursts the rear punner stopred firing and plene went into
steeper dive, I over ran, so my wingmen took over, and T noticed
strikes from his pun before he pulled up.
Claim: 1 Me 21C Destroyed - shared with Lt, J. T. Martin
AJC Marking: MC-G
Armmunition Expended: 400 rde., 50 csl,
74 rds, 2C mm,

RICHARD F,

1 Capt., Aly Lorps
15 5 f 20th Fer GCroup
EDWARD 7, (5D
1st Lt., Afr Coifn
Intellipgence Officer
ECLASSIFIED
“CONFIDENTIAL" Md7vs ;—}D
LT NARA Date ff
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“CONFIDENTIAL" ,

ENCOUNTER REFCRT

LT, MiCK D, FALL (M.L.A)
LY. FRANX H, ROARK JR.

a. Combat

be 30 Jenuary 1944

a¢s 79th Fighter Squadron

de 1250

e. Near Minden

fe Visibllity good

g+ Do 217s

he 1 Do 217 Destroved shured by Lt, Mack D, Fall

%hile ¥alor Ott was firing at the Do 217, 1lst Lt, Mack D, Fall
and I were firing at the other Do 217, More etrikes were observed
on the left side of the fuselage and flames came out., Two men
bailed out of the risht side of the Do 217 end T scw them float
down, The Do 217 nosed down and went down to the left flaming., I
could not stay around to wetch as NMe 1098 and FW 190s were in the
vieinity.

Claim: 1 Do 217 Destroyed Shered by It. Mack D, Fall
i. 1t, Pall Ser, No, of A/C L2«676L6
A/C Marking:MC-A
Ammunition expended: Unknown

Ite Roark Ser, No., of A/C L42«67206
Marking: MNC-X
fmounition expended: 140 rds, 50 cal,

2nd Lt,, ;‘«ii- Corpé

79th Fighter Squadrom

1lst i.t.,'ﬂ'ir Corps
Intelligence Officer

, WA 7St s
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“CONFIDENTIAL” ——

Jo Ser No, of A/C ‘2-67516
A/C Merking: MC-L
fprmnition Expended: Unlmown

1st Lt,, iAir Corps
79th Fiphter Squedron

?ndﬁLt., hir Co p
79th Fighter Squedron

Intelligence Officer
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“CONFIDENTIAL”
ANCOUNTER REPCRT
LT, JACK T, MARTIN

a. Combat
b. Januery 1944
Cu th Fighter Squeadron
d. 1!‘00
LY
b uugux
: 1 ¥e 210 Destroyed shsred with Cept. R.P.
Gatterdam
Lt, Martin was ﬂ. Red 2 when Red lsadsr (Olst. Gatterdan
Mlﬂiﬂtd‘bhzut Red leader attacked and 2 Ne 210s split
from the Chase was started at 26,000 feet, At
feet M leader rn-u at one from L0O0 yards and pieces fell
m outside of left engine. Red lLeader closed to 25 yurds and
sllenced rear barbettes and as he m« E/4, celled Red 2 to take

Bﬂ Red 2 rired from 350 yu'u lltm and closed to about
ﬂriw, short bursts. were observed by Red leader

cu-nnr

E/A was badly hit on left min wing root and all over eum.t.
engine was smoking n:d.l. nl all evasive action whisch

been viclent at first went a steep dive, It is believed
the pilot was killed,

ﬁtu'gheu Lts Martin was severely wounded when bounced
Ye 10%s. flew the plane bdack to andenniuhmmm
been hospitalized sined thet time, (Awerded Purple Heart and

for extreordinary achievement).

Fo vious encounter m was filed by It, Martin on this
dd-u Capt, Catterdsm mnmo«-mmmawun
Martin and this claim of Cept. Getterdan's was confirmed,

Cleim: 1 Ne 210 Destroyed « Bhared with Capt., R.F. Gatterdem

3o A/e 42-67514
Luﬂ 'hm: Unknown

5" £ : M v, %ﬂ“@f’/
nﬂm P, GATTERD/M

~ EDWARD 7, /HIEINER Capt., Alr Corps
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CONEIBENIIalL
LICOUNTER REPORT
LT JaCK Tf MaRTIN

&. Combat

b. &0 Jenuary 1944

¢. 79th Fighter Squadron
d. 1200

e. orunswick, Germany

f. Visibility good

g+ lie 210
h. 1 lie 210 Destroyed shared with Capt. R.P,
gl «tterdam.

Lt dartin was flying Red 2 when Red Leader
tcapt. Gatterdam) saw a flight of 4 le 210s. Red Leader attacked
and 2 ke 210s split away from the other two. Chese was started at
26,000 ft. &t 20,000 ft Red Leider fired at one from 40C yds and
piocee fell from outsida of left engine. Red Leader closed to 25
yds and silenced rear barbettes and as he passed E/A, called Red 2
to take over. Red 2 fired from 350 yds dead astern and closed to

‘about 50 yds firing shert bursts., Strikes were observed by Red

Leader and hed 2.

) E/A was badly hit on left engine, wing root
and all over cockpit, left eng.ne was smoking and plane stooped
all evasivewunction which nied been wiolent -t first.sndtwent into

a steep aive. It is believed thut tho pilot WS klllad.
E -

On the way home Lt. Mertin was severely wounded

'whan hnunced by ke 1098, Le flew the plane back to England on

single engine and has been hospitalized since that time. (awarded
Purple peart and UFC for extraordinary achievement.)

o previous epcounter report was filed by Lt.

Martin on this cleim but Capt., Gatterdam claimed this Me 210

destroyed shared with Lt. Lartin end this claim of Capt. Gatterdam's

was confirmed.

Claim: 1 Me 210 Lestroyed -~ Shered with
Cast. R. P, Getterdem.

j« OSerial No. of a/C; 42-67514
#/C darkings:
ammunition Expended; Unkaown

/s R’i%;u&s m

fa/ Bdwerd J. Steiner, oe oghi
AIII‘&HRL JI ST.E.IL.&R,

| Capt,, nir Corps,
Intelligence (fficer.

K4RL 5. mLEﬁndn,
2nd Lt., air Corps,
48s't a-2, 67 Fv,

L\Ju{y FLLASSIF 0;5.
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Robert 7, *’.r' 1lst Mu' Mr cﬂr’.o

Ao !:gaglnlnt; B, 12/31/433 ©, 79th P, Sq. 20th F, Op,
D, 12103y B, Bordesux}; F, WVisibility good;
G, Me 109 F or G; H, ¥one,

I, Pollowed by my wing men, I was in e 13“. olimbing
circle to the left with a Me 109 180° seross the cirele
from me, 1 had previously dropred my belly tanks,
eut directly scross the cirele putting my nose on him,
He dove in und down and pulled up level-with me
following astern. He then did & violent skid to the
right pushed over into a steep dive, 1 followed
and finding I couldn't close - fired two short bursts
at-about 600 yards snd then broke off at about
20,000 reet by pullinmg up into & sherp risht eclimb,

- wing man followed me &t about 200 yards the whole
ime, -

ROBERT J{ MUYER,
Lty4 idr Corps.
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