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To: Commanding Genmeral, Army Air Forces, Washington, D.C.
Atteution: Statistical Control Divisicn.

Forwarded in compliance with lstter, War Department, 23 May 1943,
file AG 360,23 (5-21-43) 0B-S-AF-M.
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9 November 19473,

SIATEMENT

The followirs statemsnt gives a full acount of what I observed im
connection with the disappearance of Captain Herbert W. Cumming, 0-423814,
79th Fighter Squadron, 20th Fighter Group, on the Tth of November 1943.

We were on an Escort Mission from AAF Station F-13l, to German-occupied
France. I first noticed Captain Cumming when I obserwed that he was rapid-
ly losing altitude a few minutes after we left the Target Area. I was the
last man in the First Flight and he was leading the Second Flight. 1 notlced
that he pulled away from the Flight and was losing altitude rapidly. The
next time I noticed him was when we were over the English Channel and I saw
lst Lieutenant Robert Meyers weaving over him at = lower altitude. I went
down with Lt. Meyers. At this time, I saw Captain Cumming had feathered
his loft propellor and that his right engine was smoking spasmodically. In
about three or four minutes, he bailed cut., He cleared the ship and the chute
opened. I saw the chute go down but I did not see him strike the water nor
did I see him again while the chute was in the water. There was a high' wind
and the chute was blown along the surface of the water at a rapid rate toward
the French Coast. The chute remained visible until three or four minutes
befors I left. I circled for about twenty minvtes in all and gave the Alir-
Seaflescue Service a fix. The water was very rough and T saw nothing to indicate

that Captain Cumming survived,
Sty 8 Pihabe

MERLE B, NICHOLS, 0=730579,
1st Lt., Adir Corps,

T79th Fighter Squadron,
20th Fighter Group.

9 November 1943,
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"1 was flring on Captain Cumming's Wing on an mscory mission made on
the morning of 7 November 1943, About five or ten minutes bhefore we got
to the target, three enemy fighters j'wped us gnad fired from u Y0 degree
daflection. Tmuediately frllowing, Captain Cumming's left engine began
tn smoke, He continued on his courses A few minutes after we atarted
from the target for home, hes suddsnly bepgan tc lose altitude rapidly,
leaving the formation and apparently started directly for home by himself,
He went down to about A000 fest, I followed him down end on reaching that
levcl, noticed that his left propellor was feathered and that smoke wes
goming frem his right engine intermittently. I flew aleong with him until
I was called on the radio and told that eneny mircreft were near my po-
sition--which wes up-sun from gaptain Cummings T promptly climbed back up
to the formation, and I next noticed that Captein Cumming wos directly
under ths hombars., I agsin joined hims His situmtion did not seem to
have changad; a% the time, we were over the weater. jAnother plans joired
ne in weswving about over him. Almost immsdiestely, he bailed out et ra
altitude of 35500 feet, cleared the plane, and his chute opensd. I cir=-
cled oud cmlled the pAir-3ea-Rescues Service on B Thamnel for a fix. They
angwered sud asked how long I could stays. To this I replied that I was
low on gas aund ocould not stay lomg. Lt ¥ichols steyed on and gave them =
fixe I did not see Captaln Cumming strike the water and I did not sees
him after the chite was dows and heing blown along the surface of the
woter. The wind was high and the chute movad rapidly along the surface,.

I cireled twice after the chute was at water level but saw no further aigna
of Ceptain Cumning. "

9 YNovember 1543, ROBERT
lat Lt., Alr Corps, ,
7eth righter Squadron,
20tk Pichtar
20th Pichter
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SIAIEMNEND

I first noticed Captain Cumming's right engine smoking to some extent
Just befen'e we reached the Terget Area. Thereafter, I zaw him bail out over
the Channel and watched the chute go down to the water. I could mot dis=-
tinguish Ceptain Cumming as the chute strusk the water. The wind was strong
and the water was quite rough. The chute was blown along the surface toward
the French Coast at a rapid rate possibly for ten minutes before it collapsed
in the water. I could not determins whether Captain Cumming was still in the
chute harness during this time, After the chute became wet ard collapsed,
I flew low cver the spot and could see mo sign of Captain Cumming. I saw
nothing that indicated that he survived.

Cerc b

9 November 1943. :; ) :ﬂaﬂ){\

RICHARD L. OTT, 0-41633,
Mejor, Air Corps,
20th Fighter Group.




