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| REQISTRY No 29 7.‘7.47.’:9,19.
Captain Merle J. Gilbertson ; BOPY NN s e o beinsbrss {
|43 |
A. Combat,

B, 5 August 1944.

C. 77th Fighter Squadron; 20th Fighter Group,
e 1215,

E. N,W, Hamburg,

F, CAVU,

G. Me-109,

H. One (1) Me-109 destroyed.

I. el
"I was leading Red Flight at 28,000 feet on bomber es-
cort mission in northeast vicinity of Hamburg. Bandits were called in at about
3 o'eclock high to the lead box. We immediately increased our climb and headed
over in supposed direction of enemy activity, I called my flight and White
leader, that we were dropping tanks and attacking one of three gagegles composed
of from 15 to 20 Me-109s, We were now at about 30,000 feet with the enemy
slightly below us and down sun from us. My flight experienced great difficulty
in releasing their combat tenks and after diving down into the melee I found my
flight had lost me. As soon as I'd get my sights on a target there would be
2 or 3 e/a on my tail which made it necessary for me to discontinue my attack
and break into the enemy, This continued for one to one and half minutes with
me getting no shooting in whatsoever, Twice I was forced to definitely break
into blye nosed Mustangs which in my estimatién were mistaking me for e/a,
Due to the presence of more Mustangs and P-38s the fight was soon dispersed
over a greater area, I finally managed to draw a fair lead on a lone Me-109,

ange gbout 300 3y sle off of about 30 pe 18,000 fee
Lred—a IeTe 5 gecond burst, ovserved scattered s es on cockpit and
left wing root, Instantly the enmemy appeared to go beserk, The Me~-109

gtraightened out for a second, the left wing lowered and he went into two turns

- of a flat spin., From this it tumbled tail over nose for 3 or 4 turns and went
into a gentle spiral losing altitude more rapidly, He had slowed down in the

spin so I chopped my throttle to stay behind and followed him until he

crashed into the ground, During the initial encounter I experienced no great
dif the enemy from my teil from 28,000 feet down, ~. They
xeemed to be generally milling around in a luffberry and everyone more er less
following the leader."

I Claim: One (1) Me-109 destroyed,

J.
Merle J, Gilbertson, Captain 44,=13637 1C-G 217 rds 50 Caliber,

: J. GILBZRTSON,

O) @M W Captain, Air Corps,
. A/r

FRANCIS W. BARKLEY,

Captain, Air Corps,
Intelligence Officer.

DECLASSIFIED 3
Authority /_\IN") 745005

By_J(-7 NARA Date 3-/(//
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EIGHTH FIGHTER COMD.
Captain Merle J, Gilbertson T2 _p
: REGISTRY No.. [///J..[.
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B. 16 August 1944.

C., 77th Fighter Squadron, 20th Fighter Group.

D, 1000,

E, Vieinity of Mulhausen,

F, Hazy,

Go u3‘109o

H, One (1) Me-109 destroyed.

L3

"] wes flying Yellow 1 in vicinity of Mulhausen, Due to a

previous encounter with'the enemy my flight was all split up. At an altitude
of approximately 19,000 feet and one o'clock from me I recognized a flight of
four 109s climbing slightly and heading in general direction of the big friends,
I pushed everything forward and gave pursuit. Had closed to maybe 1500 to 1000

yards when their #, man half-rolled and went down for no apparent reason, I did
likewise, Twice it appeared that he intended to level out but would immedi-

ately roll over and continue the dive, At about ' i
atiched the 109 or two, crash and explode in
(’ - pou g he dlve 3 nagead -%'ﬁl@ﬂ&'t&mmtely
‘ 500 yards, but expended no ammunition,"
I claimt One (1) Me=109 destroyed.
Je
Captain Merle J, Gilbertson 44=13637 10=G No Ammo Expended.

. M%%Jﬁ, -
M‘. MERLE J. ERTSON,
\b Captain, Air Corps.

Ypnsis WA il
IS W, BARKLEY,

Captain, “ir Corps,
Intelligence Officer.

"I was flying Yellow 3 in vieinity of Mulhausen. Off to my left and slightly
above me was a Me=109 stooging around, I climbed toward him and when e/a saw me '
he split-essed, I followed, The next thing I knew, and before I could get in range
to fire at this 109 another Me-109 came screaming past me, with a P-51 approximately
400-500 yards behind, going down in a spinning dive, crashing and exploding in the
edge of a woods. By this time I had lost the Me-109 I was chasing, so I called to
the P-51 that had just past which turned out to be Yellow 1."

Lo

REX' E., MONCRIEFF,
1st Lt,, Air Corps.

= P v DECLASSIFIED >

By JCT NARA Date 34(A/
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CAPTAIN MERLE J. GILBERTSON 0~-730451 5 Vo 4‘ >

A. Combat, M
B. 14 January 1945, L/%,,Jf

C. 77th Fighter Squadron, 20th Fighter Group.
D, 1235,

E. Vieinity of Perleberg, Germany.

F, CAVU.

Ge Me-109,

)=0=0 H. One (1) Me-109 destroyed = Shared with Lt, Starke,
SHARED .

"Leading & Squadron escorting V.G. 1-5 at 30,000
feet, In vieinity of Perleberg at 1235 Group Leader called in many suspicious
contrails at 12 o'clock to the bomber trail, A few seconds later a combat
wing (probably V,.G. 1-3) appeared to be under heavy attack, Giving my Red
Leader instructions to cover our bombers I drove up to the seene of action,
By this time the sky seemed literally full of e/a y P=51s and flaming bombers.
Slightly to the port and low I spotted an e/e making a pass on an already
flaming B~ 17. Cloaing rapidly on the enemy, which turned out to be a Me-109,
f z rd gction, altitude around 19,000 feet,

to my hi—ovartalg!, g 8 aed % narrcml m.’ned co. y umping 8

passing. P and up, As I passed beneath my oanopyﬂ*'bo-
came covered with prestone or whatever else he was streaming)., Before I
could agein slide into shooting position my wingman had closed, wes firing and
getting many strikes, Said 109 streamed more black smoke and began steep dive

earthward "
rihaward .

Claims One (1) Me=109 destroyed - Shared with
Lt. Starke.

i
Captain MEREE J. GILBERTSON 4L=14822 300 rds 50 Caliber.,
DECLASSIFIED 9

DOD B ¥ MERLE J. GILBERTSON
i, 5:309 Sept. 27, 1956 Captain, Alr Corpss

-__date
FRANCIS W. BARKLEY,

Captain, Air Corps,
Intelligence Officer,

e 1000 S s, ‘
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CONSOLIDATED ENCOUNTER REPORT
MAJOR MERLE 7, GILBERTSON O0-730451 1ST LT. REPS D. JONES 0-675708
CAPT. LOWELL E. EINHAUS 0-767167 15T LT, PHILLIP L. SCHALLO 0-688850
CAPT. EDWIN C. JENNINGS 0-661215 1ST LT. GARTH L. REINOLDS 0-692198
CAPT, CHARLES H, COLE 0-725682 2§D IT. GLEN R, HALL 0-818375
1ST LT. FREDERICK (NMI) LARSEN 0-470948  2ND LT, EDWIN R, PITZ 0-827272

1ST LT, WILLIAM C, FAY 0-827185 : 2ND LT, JOHN P, STARKE 0-820343

a, Combat.
be. 9 Febfuary 1945,
¢. 77th Ftr Sq, 20th Ftr Cp.
d. 1315 to 1335. 3
e. Lsperstedt,airfield, Gemmany.
f. Clear on deck, 5/10 cloud cover at 5000 feet.
g. TFW 190 - Me 109 - Me 410 - Me 110 - u/i s/e biplane.
he 3 FW 190s destroyed - Major Gilbertson
1 Me 109 destroyed - Lt, Jomes &K
1 FW 190 destroyed - Lt. Starke oX
FW 190 destroyed - Capt. Bdwdn C. Jennings [ o254
190s destroyed = Lt. Schallo 2K
e biplane destroyed - Lt. Larsen 7
190g destroyed - Lt. Larsen OK
190s destroyed - Capt. Einhaus -7
190s destroyed - Capt. Cole I< :
190s destroyed - Lt. William C. Fay. owF oeF 7we ¥
190s destroyed = Lt. Jones &K /Pessidey /7Totk
1908 destroyed - Lt. Reymolds oKX
190s destroyed - Lt. Pitz &K
190 destroyed - Lt. Hall ox
410 destroyed - Lt. Schallo Za~y A7 s (ex )
410 destroyed - Lt. Starke 4wy #.75 (04#)
110s destroyed - Lt. Reynolds oX
190 damaged - Capt. Cole &KX
190 damaged - Lt. Hall o« "
110 demaged - Maj. Gilbertson
110 damaged - Lt. Pitz &K
fe 410 damaged - Lt. Hall ,

L4

FFF3aFFFa2a33333

omotive dest - Maj. Gilbertson < /C
gar destroyed - Capt. Einhaus - ©
hangar destroyed - Li. Jones @<
& 2 hangars destroyed - Lt. Larsen

Other ground targets:

FHF HEFHFDHFFRPOIDGOUOONDH D
ES

DECLASSIFIED e 2 hangars damaged - Capt. Einhaus = .
£.0. 11652, Sec. 3() and 5(0) or (B) ‘o 1 admin. bldg. damaged - Capt. Eimhaus =~

[S 0o, 7— i/ 6 huns killed - Capt. Einhaus ¢ :
By _______________ NARS, Date LYL3f 17 20freight cars damaged - 77th Squadren.

. 2
1 gun emplacement & personnel demaged - Capt..Jemnings.
i, After our squadron had escorted the bombers around
their target at Lutzkendorf, we dropped down to strafe on a heading of 260°,
Just east of Esperstedt airfield a long train was strafed by Major Gilbertson and
his section. The engine was destroyed by Major Gilbertson but the freight cars
would not burn and therefore are claimed as damaged only.
Right after this Lt, Larsen who was flying Yellow

4 was first to see about 80 plus e/e, 3/4 of which were s/e (mostly 190s) and
the balance t/e airecreft. He made a pass on the field as he called the planes in
to the squadron. The squadron then strafed the field for 20 minutes from 1315 to
1335 making omepass fram east to west, 2 passes from north to south and as many
as 5 passes were made by same pilots from south to north. The light flak was very
intense but not accurate. 38 planes were destroyed on the ground and § damaged «
4 hangars, 1 large and 3 blister types, were destroyed and 2 were damaged. 1 gun
emplacement and personnel were damaged, 1 administrative building was damaged and
6 of the Humswere killed.

(over)



s

All the planes -- especially the FW 190s -- appeared to be brand
new and burst into flame readily. Capt. Cole who was leading Red section
took pictures of the field with his K-25 camera after his ammo had run out.
We are enclosing these pictures which reveal many planes on fire emen though
the field was still under attack after the pictures were taken,

There were revetments to the south with roads from them leeading
to the field anl dispersal areas. There were many light flak emplacements
south of the field as well as on the eastern side and in the southwest and
northwest comers, i /

j. Ser No of A/C: Markings of A/C: Ammo ended
Gilbertson 4414822 1C-A rounds 50 cal, *
Einhaus 44-13918 * 10-V 1300 rounds 50 cal.
Jennings 44-13798 IC-W 1279 rounds 50 cal.
Cole 44-11324 1C-U 1800 rounds 50 cal.
Larsen 4415605 1C-M ; 1480 rounds .50 cal.
Fay 44-11566 IC-Q - 1800 rounds 50 cal,
Jones 44.-14823 . 1C-F 1800 .rounds 50 cal.
Schallo 44-14975 1C-K. . 1460 rounds 50 cal. .
Reynolds 44-15321 1C-8 . . 1500 rounds 50 cal.
Hall 44-14824 1C-p . 750 rounds 50 cal,
Pitz 44~-14598 IC-L . . 1670 rounds 50 cal.
Starke . 44-13803 1C-P_ . 1760 rounds S50 cal.

- e D
MERLE'J, GILBERTSON,

éf’J’OSEPH R, GENEST,
lst Lieut., Air Corps, i
Intelligence Officer.












