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@ 3 ENCOUNTER REPCRT

20
W Y | CaPT. LINDOL F. GRAHAM
et T i LT. MARION F. BENCH

a. Combat.

bs 20 February, 1944. o

¢. 79th Figlter Squadron, 20th Fighter Group.
de 1330,

e. SE of Brunswick.

fo Visibility hazy but unlimited.

g¢ Mo 108
h. 2 Me 110s Destroyed ~ shared.
i.

We were flying Red 1 (Capt. Granam and Red 2 (1t.

Bench) and saw 2 Me 110s below us circling and climbing to get to
the rear of the bombers. We were at 20,000 feets The Me 110s were
at 14,000 to 15,000 feet. Red flight went down and white flight
covered. spproached from dead astern indicating 300 mph and both
%ed 1 and Red 2 opened fire on right at 250 to 300 yards and dlosed
o-loo yards each firing 4 short bursts. Right engine blew up 4nd
strikes completely covered uare: between both engines, Left engine
then went out and, entire tail ascembly fell off, Plane spun down on
fire. Flight swung lef't on to second Me 110 who was
taking skidding, yawing and turning ¢vasive action. Red 1l and Red
2 again both opencd fire at 250 yards about 200 off E/A broke
sharply to the left and pulled away. We caucht up am followed
his evasive action then opened fire from astern at 400 yards each
firing a long burst. Strikes werec observed and from under both
engines white and black smoke poured out. E/A stopped all evasive
action and fell off to the left in a gentle then steep dive as if
out of control and still smoking. Element leader was covering
from half way down and called Ked lcader to break off combat and
return. bBroke off at ebout 10,000 feet and climbed back to 20,000
and rejoined the bombers. The element leader saw the second plane
crash and explode.

3080 000 i bl s Claim: 2 Me 110s Destroyed = Shared.

j» Capte. Graham's Ser. No. of 4/C: 42-67926
A/C Merking: MC-L
Ammunition Expended: 1027 rds 50
ceal,
149 rds 20mm.,

Lt. Bench's Ser. No, of 4/C: 42-67758
A/C Marking: MCe=A ‘
ammuniti on Expended: 296 rds 50 cal.
54 rds 20mm.

/s/ Lindol F. Graham,
LINDOL F. GMM,
Capts, air Corps.

/s/ Marion F, Bench,
MsRION F, BENCH,
2nd Lt,, air Curps.
/s/ Edward J. Siciawr, : ,
EDWARD J. SIEINER,
Capte, air Corps,
Intelligence Oificer.

A TRUE COPY:

Geraed P Cstct, . Fb
GERALD B QOBTELLD ot e kD ~85)
Captain, air Corps,
Agstt A-2, 67th FW. g
——————————— . DECLASSIFIED i
Authority L\( N D 745005

By (] NARA Date 31( -1/









ENCOUNTER REFCRT

JAPT LINDOL F. GRAHAM (MIA)

1vax RTE
a, Comiat | EIGHT! TER COMD.
b. 18 kerch 1944 Ri ],], _f=
ce. TOtt ¥ighter gquadron l 7{6 f
de, 140€ : . ®
e.. Ulm. Germany
f, Vigibility hazy O T DR
g. M: 110s
h! 1 'le 110 LCestroyed (Shered with Lt He 1den)
1.

Fe i Leader at 20,000 feet called in 2 Me 110s
teking off from ar alrport. ted flight went down and when the
E/A were 300 to 500 feet above the ground the flight wes closing
fast. One Me 11Q broke to the 1 tt and Red Leader end Red 2
followed 1t. The B/4 was travel.ing about 200 mph and Red Leader
about 400 mph and overshot after a short burst,

Red Leader made en effective gunnery pattern with
combat flaps firing on gach pass from 200 and closing to dead
gstern. He made at least six passes in thig mapner firing from
200 to dead estern and 200 yards to less than 100 yards. The E/A
was indicating about 100 mph and Red Leader about 150 mph with
combat flaps. On ecveral rasses Red & also fired from 300 yards
and about 20° and strikes were concentrated mainly on the right
wing, wing root, right en ine and right side of the fuselage. The

E/A crash landed in the snow and Red Lcader made & 260 and returned

to strafe the plane. While strafing it, he hit the ground, pulled
up as if into a right hand barrel roll and while on his pback his
nose dropped and he crephed at about a 600 angley

Claim; 1 Me 110 Destroyed ($hared with Lt Heiden)

je Ser No of a/C: AR-67926
A/C Merkings: MC-L
ammunition BExpended; Unknown

/e/ Lindol ¥, Grahem
by Edward J. Steiner
/s/ FEdward J, Stelner
LINDOL F, GRAHAM,
EDWARD J. STEINER, Capt., Alr Corps.
Capt., Air Corpe,

CONFIRMATION OF CLATM
T witneseed and took part in the above encounter and saw
the e¢nemy plane destroyed.
/s/ érthur W, Heiden

ARTHUR W, HETDEN,

A TRUE COFY: 2nd Lt., Air Gorpe.
e 7 (ralld
bsnlel & (et
G RALr?%{frcocTELLo, /4'5

Ceptain, Air Corpe,
Asst &-2, 67 FW,
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