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LT. COL. ROBERT F. MOMTGOMERY | %

A. GCombat !;Ln,mJAJV

B. 5 Februery 1944 .
C. Hg. 20th Flghter Group (leeding 77th Fighter £q)

Daik 1200 :
E. .Bourges 4irfleld
F. Blear

G, FW 200 end He 1X1
H. 1 F% 200 Destroyed (Shered with Cept. Sebo end
! 2nd Lt. Devie)

I‘

I wee leeding the 77th Fighter 2quadron on
close escort of & combet wing of RB-17s. They were bombing en eirfield
in the Ste. Avord eree from ebout 16,000 feets Just prior to bombs
away it wes noticed thet severel lerge ships were teking off from the
~erodrome below us. Col Russell leading the group sent the 77th Squed
-on down after them with the 55th Squedron es high cover et about
10,000 feet., We dropped belly tenks end dove down to the decks T
loceted & F'" 20C almost immediately st about 50 feet end closed in on
him. T fired three 2-cecond bursts et him while he wes in a vertical

enk to the left. On the first burst T led him ebout % e ring end
1issed him. On the second end third burste T corrected my leed to
neerly a full ring and saw one buret meking strikes on his fuselege
end the other hit both right engines which immedietely burst into
flames. Then T pulled off to one side to let the other boys shoot et
him befors he went dowh. A totel of about six ships fired et him
before he blew u, and went into the ground.

‘ s T then locested & He 111 about five miles
away at an altitude of 500 feet. T closed in on hkis teil and fired
one long burst at. him. I did e certain amount of wiggling to confuse
the .reer gunner who wes firing et me. T saw strikee on his fuselage
and also on the right wing. Thie was a dead estern shot, closing
from 300 yards to about 100 yerde. T pulled off to one gice to glve
someone else a shot. Iy wingmen, Lt. Frakes, fired and T sew strikes
all over the fuselage. Lt. Morris, the third men in my flight,
opened fire and both engines burst into flemee. The left wing flew
off end the ship rolled over and went into the ground.

: ; : T cleim one (1) F'. 200 Destroyed (Shared
with Capt., Seto end &nd Lt. ravis).

Vo claim mede on Ve 1lll.

Je Ser‘. No. of A/C: 42"'68036
4/C Yarkings;. LE=M
Asmmunition expended: 746 rds. 50 cel.
58 rds. 20mm.

/s/ Robert F. Montgomery
ROBERT F, MONTGOMERY
1.t. ‘Colonel, Airn Corps

COVFIRIATION OF CLAIM

T wes flying Lt. Col. l'ontgomery's wing
when he bounced a F7 200 flying sbout 50 feet off the ground. T saw
Lt. Col. Montgomery oren fire on the E/4 at 5-10 degrees deflection.
T sew the inboard sterboard engine catch on fire and strikes on the
right wing end cockpit. I pulled off to the right and looking back
% the F'V 200 go 'into the ground and explode. 5 ‘

Prane i Wiolabletn, Jlent /0 ... /e¢/ mobert L. Frakes
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Tet Lti, 4Vr Yorps ; 2nd 1tn,  Aln Yorps
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ENCOUNTER REPORT
Lt, Col, Robert P. lMontgomery

&, cmb‘to

b. 2 November 194,

¢c. Headquarters, 20th Fighter Group

d. 1230 to 1245,

e, Vicinity of Halle and Merseburg, Germany.

f. Haze at altitude, cloud deck at 20,000 ft.

g« ME 1098: and FW 1908-.

h, 2 ME 1098: Destroyed.

1 FW 190 Destroyed.

i. I was leading the group and had placed the squadrons on the
left flank of the bomber force, With a separate section of eight planes I swept
the seme general area, After the bombers had bombed, I investigated bogies near
Halle that turned out to be P-474i. Crossed back from starboard to port side of
bombers and saw two gaggles, eacli of 100 plus enemy aircraft at 27,000 ft, about
two miles behind the bombers and approaching the rear of the bombers from the
east, I was leading my section of eight flying at 30,000 ft. We dropped our tanks
and went over them in the opposite direction. My flight went down on the first
gaggle with the second flight hitting the second gaggle,

I split-s'd down and picked out an ME 109 in the middle of the gaggle, came
in directly astern, closing rapidly and indicating about 300 MPH. The ME 109 star-
ted a slow turn to the left and d_from 300 yards osing to 100 y h

2 3 ith a big flash of flame,

8b0u§ - - ] (18 10 Dl en D-and tploded W
I thenrmade a violent turn to the left as I was surrounded by the others,
completed a 360 degree turn and picked out an ME 109 in the second wave, I opened
fire from 300 yards, about 30 degree deflection, and closed to directly astern at
abo 00_yard ndicating about 300 MPH and closi: g Trap ; aw stril
: ently k c
floating in a

rard »

out or was dead
——‘r‘p_imut another ME 109 but the pilot saw me coming and opened up in a
shallow dive, I had full throttle and full RPM and chased him for 4 or 5 minutes
down to 20,000 ft., but could not catch him, My engine became rough so I broke off,

L climbed up to return to the bombers and saw 50 or 60 ME 1098 and FW 190&
going through the bombers, I got there just in time to catch one of the last ones
as he peeled off from the bombers, I caught him head on and started firing from

500 or 600 yards and saw strikes @n his engine, He broke right about 100 yards in
front of me. I turned as he passed am%mm

u

These combats took place from 1230 to 1245 from 27,000 ft. to 25,000 ft. in

the vicinity of Merseburg, Before the first encounter my knee accidentally hit the

gun sight switih and the first two planes were shot down without a gun sight, For
that reason I cannot state just what lead was given in opening fire,

) 2 ME 1098° - Adr
RAIaY. . S90e0 2 1FW190 - Air.

Je Serial Number of A/C: 44=14843 - P-51 D10

> Q / Markings of A/C : LC=-D
Q M ah Ammunition expended : 1234 rds. 50 cal,

Y
@ WV 0% bop . DECLASSIFIED e A
A / Ng‘?v Dir. 52009, Sept. 27, 1958 ROBERT P. MON f
@ W @ Nby 22 date. | ____ Lt, Col., Air Corps.

VERIFICATION OF CLAIM

I was flying Vhite 3 in Lt. Col. Montgomery's flight. I saw him fire at an
ME 109 from 6 o'clock and it exploded as black smoke poured from it. The E/A then
burst into flames as it dove to the left in a spin and disappeared in the clouds

at 20,000 ft, - | do-wd/( E.é'iw(l\m

LOWELL E. EINHAUS,
2nd Lt., Air Corps.

EDWARD J. STEINER,

Inteidigence L (EREEEEE
Intelligence Officer, 20th F. Gp






